
Monday, January 12, 2009: Bipartisan Rodriguez Bill Takes Aim at Violence on Border

  

  Washington, DC-Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23), a member of the House
Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee, plans to introduce legislation tomorrow aimed
at reducing border violence by cracking down on illegal gunrunning.  Senators Jeff Bingaman
(D-NM) and Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) introduced matching legislation in the Senate today. 
The bill follows up on funding pushed by the same group of people that was included in the
Merida initiative in 2008 and would extend the funding through 2011.   

  

  &quot;We must continue our work to stop the violence on both sides of the border,&quot; said 
Congressman Rodriguez
.  &quot;We have made some progress in stopping the ruthless drug cartels but illegal trafficking
of guns into Mexico continues and we are a long way from keeping people along the border as
safe as they deserve to be.&quot;   

  

  &quot;Narcotic trafficking organizations aren't confined by borders,&quot; Sen. Hutchison
said.  &quot;The increasing violence in Mexico is now a U.S. national security issue.  The
powerful Mexican drug cartels are a threat to the safety and security of U.S. communities and
the U.S. law enforcement officials who seek to protect us.  We must commit to providing the
necessary resources to end the destructive violence of the Mexican drug cartels, on both sides
of the border.  This legislation takes an important step toward protecting our citizens from the
terrorism that drug cartels seek to spread.&quot;   

  

  &quot;Escalating violence isn't just a problem for Mexico.  It's also a serious concern for the
many New Mexicans, Texans, Arizonans and Californians who live in communities along our
shared border,&quot; U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman said.  &quot;We must recognize that the
guns smuggled into Mexico from the United States are fueling this violence and take immediate
action to keep these weapons out of the hands of violent drug gangs. I look forward to working
with Representative Rodriguez to get this bill enacted into law.&quot;   

  

  The bill would authorize $15 million in fiscal years 2010 and 2011 to expand the U.S.
Department of Justice's Project Gunrunner Initiative, ATF's southwest border initiative to deprive
drug traffickers of firearms and reduce firearms-related violence on both sides of the border.   

  

  The funding would enable the US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) to hire, train
and deploy an additional 80 special agents, enough for at least seven more Project Gunrunner
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Teams in the border region to investigate and help prosecute individuals that traffic weapons
into Mexico.    

  

  The bill also authorizes $9.5 million in fiscal years 2010 and 2011 to enhance cooperation
between the United States and Mexico.  This funding would allow ATF to assign an additional
12 agents to consulates in Mexico to support Mexico's efforts to trace seized weapons and to
train Mexican law enforcement officials in anti-trafficking investigative techniques.    

  

  According to the ATF, most of the firearms violence in Mexico is perpetrated by drug traffickers
who are vying for control of drug trafficking routes to the United States and engaging in turf
battles for disputed distribution territories.  Other original cosponsors on the House bill include
Congressman Elliot Engel (NY-17), Chair of the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the
Western Hemisphere where the bill is expected to be taken up.   
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